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Georgia Southern University Athletics
CSM Names Matt Breida Sun Belt Preseason Offensive Player of the Year
The Eagles report to preseason camp Aug. 2.
Marc Gignac
Football
Posted: 7/31/2015 5:37:00 PM
College Sports Madness Preseason Sun Belt Teams
 
STATESBORO, Ga. – College Sports Madness released its Preseason All-Sun Belt Conference Teams and
Players of the Year today and named Georgia Southern junior running back Matt Breida its Preseason Offensive
Player of the Year in the league.
 
Breida was also named preseason first-team all-league along with Derek Keaton (Sr., KR/WR), who earned the
honor as the kick return specialist. Jay Ellison (Jr., DL) and Montay Crockett (Jr., KR/WR) were named to the
second team, while Kevin Ellison (Jr., QB), Roscoe Byrd (Sr., OL), Jonathan Battle (Sr., DL), Matt Dobson (Sr.,
DB) and Antonio Glover (Sr., DB) were named to the third team.
 
A 2015 Doak Walker Award and Maxwell Award candidate, Breida led both the nation and Sun Belt in rushing
yards per carry at 8.7 and ranked at the top of the Sun Belt rushing chart at 123.8 yards per game in 2014. He
had more rushing touchdowns of 50-yards or more than anyone in the nation (7) and had the second-highest
rushing touchdowns in the league with 17. He finished with 1,485 yards en route to earning first-team All-Sun
Belt accolades.
 
Keaton has been named to the Preseason All-Sun Belt Team as a kick returner by multiple publications in
addition to the Sun Belt Coaches Poll and averaged 27.81 yards a return a season ago. 
Jay Ellison led the Eagles' defensive line with 36 tackles (24 solo) in 12 games, including four tackles for loss
and two sacks, to earn All-Sun Belt honorable mention honors. Named to the team as a kick return specialist,
Crockett averaged 24.17 yards in 12 kick returns last year.
A second-team All-Sun Belt selection a season ago, Kevin Ellison, twice named the Sun Belt Conference
Offensive Player of the Week, registered 1,096 rushing yards to go along with 1,001 passing yards. He is on the
2015 Manning Award Watch List.
Byrd transferred from UAB, where he started all 12 games for the Blazers and helped them rush for over 300
yards in two games. Battle had three tackles for loss and two sacks, while Glover was fourth on the team with 61
tackles, including five for loss. 
A preseason candidate for the Wuerffel Trophy and the Allstate AFCA Good Works Team, Dobson finished his
junior campaign with 62 tackles, three interceptions and three pass breakups to earn second-team All-Sun Belt
honors. He helped the Eagles preserve the victory and win the Sun Belt title with a pass break up inside the one-
yard line the final seconds against ULM in last year's season finale. He also had a 100-yard interception return
for a touchdown at Texas State, one of two pick-6s on the year, to set a Sun Belt Conference mark for longest
return and tie the record for the longest play in Georgia Southern history.
Georgia Southern won the 2014 Sun Belt title in its first season in the league, finishing 8-0 in the conference and
9-3 overall. The Eagles return 58 lettermen and 13 starters to the 2015 squad, were picked to win the Sun Belt in
the league's preseason coaches' poll and are receiving votes in the USA Today Amway Top-25 Coaches Poll.
Fans can purchase 2015 season tickets and select their seats online, by calling 1-800-GSU-WINS or by visiting
the ticket office in the Cowart Building adjacent to Paulson Stadium (203 Lanier Drive). Ticket office hours are
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Season tickets prices start as low as $75 for all six games.
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its official website,
GSEagles.com, through social media channels facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app
Georgia Southern Eagles and Android app Eagles GATA. Fans can purchase tickets to Georgia Southern
Athletics events by calling 1-800-GSU-WINS or by visiting GSEagles.com.
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